Manzanita Lit Fest  

Saturday, June 20   11AM-3 PM
For Immediate Release!

Entertainment –public benefit. 
Contact: Monika Rose - 754-0577.
Manzanita Lit Fest at the Farmers Market in Valley Springs Saturday June 20! Free! Public invited to read!  Poetry contest with no fee entry! 

The newly-formed Manzanita Writers Press and Writers Unlimited is sponsoring,  with The Villa Bakery, and the Amador Fiction Writers Critique Group in Ione, the Manzanita Lit Fest, a sharing of regional poetry and prose by writers and the general public. 

The Manzanita Lit Fest is on Saturday, June 20, from 11-3PM at the Villa Bakery at the Terrace Plaza mall near La Contenta on the corner of Hwy 26 and Vista del Lago Rd., at the site of the Farmers Market that Saturday.   The address and phone are as follows:

1906 Vista Del Lago   Phone: 772-1008
The sounds of poetry and prose, as well as David Sackman’s smooth bass loop sounds, will electrify the market place. David Sackman, talented bassist from upcountry fame, will provide sultry backup and solo sound, which will waft into the market place and fill the air with great rhythms. 

Manzanita invites all writers in our region to participate and showcase their talents. There will be a writers’ table with books and works by our local writers for sale!   Writers need to arrive at 11:00 to bring their books and notify Manzanita Writers Press via email, as space is limited. 
There will be scheduled writers, along with an open mic time, every hour from 11 AM until 3 PM. Slots are filling fast, so please contact Manzanita and Writers Unlimited staff at the number and email provided below. Sign up by contacting Manzanita Writers Press by email or phone: mrosemanza@jps.net    754-0577.  

Antoinette May will be reading from her new biographical novel, The Sacred Well, at 11:30, as well as signing books and chatting with the public at the writers table. At 2:30, Sal Manna, a writer from Valley Springs, will read from his new True Crime book, The King of Sting, which is going to be made into a film.  He will have books available for signing and you can also get a chance to chat with him at the writers table. 

Each scheduled writer has 5 minutes to share their work for the public. There is an open mic time scheduled each hour, so friends and family are invited to participate and bring their short works to share! Children and teen poets welcome for open mic, too!  

Writers must RSVP to sign up to read in the hourly slots, or they can show up and participate in the 10-minute open mic portion provided each hour.  These short, public open mic readings are limited to 2 minutes per person. 
Manzanita Writers Press advises to bring a cooler with ice for Farmers Market shopping, while browsing vendor booths, as well as meeting the writers in and outside the Villa Bakery. There will be free hors d’oeuvres provided inside the bakery and prizes for the best poems about baked goods, bread, and tea presented!  
Featured at the Lit Fest is a Poetry contest with three adult category awards offered for poetry (1st-3rd), and a separate award for the children's category.  The poems must have baked goods or tea featured somehow in the poems. Bread is a staple item, so the writers urge that people have some fun with this topic. The bakery will post the winners' poems in the shop!  The prizes for best poems are:
1st prize: 25.00 gift certificate to Villa Bakery 
2nd prize: 20.00 value Tea Tin with assortment of exotic teas Tea  (provided by Writers Unlimited writing group)
3rd prize: 10.00 Villa Bakery certificate or Let's Do 

Children's prize: 10.00 cash  (awarded by Writers Unlimited)
The contest poems do not need to be read publicly that day, but they can be--- prizes will be announced and awarded at 2:15, and winning poets will be invited to read their winning poems for the public at the time.  Poems will be judged from noon to 2:00. Deadline for entering the contest is noon, June 20. Entry forms will be available at the writers table at The Villa Bakery, and poem entries are also due by noon. No fee entry.  Typed poems with a maximum line limit of 40. Limit 3 poems per person.  Winners will be publicized and the winning  poems will be featured and posted in the bakery after the reading.  Awards will be handed out at 2:15 and winners need to be present at that time.
The Villa Bakery makes specialty breads and baguettes, and cakes, etc. so if one calls in a specialty order in early to Villa Bakery, they will have it ready for pick-up, while browsing the Farmers Market and listening to good poetry and prose by local writers!  
The Writers Unlimited group and Manzanita Writers Press are affiliates of the Calaveras County Arts Council and this is a public benefit for our community. The Amador Fiction Writers Critique Group is a nonprofit Ione writers group in Amador County. The Villa Bakery is hosting the event and offering prizes for the Poetry Contest, with Writers Unlimited.  This is a free event.
- End - 
